PRESS RELEASE

--For Immediate Release--
The Pencil Grip, Inc. Celebrates Development by Design Toy Line for Autism Awareness Month
Los Angeles, CA; April 16, 2008 -A child’s job is play, yet many children cannot use ordinary toys: one out of every five kids in the US is currently diagnosed with a disability, and one out of every 100 kids has Autism. As April is Autism Awareness Month, The Pencil Grip is proud to celebrate Development by Design to bring attention to Autism and this growing global health crisis. 
For 15 years, The Pencil Grip, Inc. has been manufacturing innovative products for parents and teachers. The Pencil Grip, Inc. began selling one item, The Pencil Grip, in 1992 and has grown to be a leader in the educational, therapy and toy industries. A natural fit, The Pencil Grip, Inc. signed on to be Development by Design’s exclusive manufacturing and distributing partner with the goal of helping to bring forth this groundbreaking toy line. 
DbD Toys address the obstacles that special-needs children face. Exceptionally adaptable to a full range of abilities, skill-specific designs make the toys suitable for kids at a range of ages and special needs including Autism Spectrum Disorders, Down Syndrome, and Cerebral Palsy. However, DbD Toys are for children of all needs and abilities; every child will find the toys fun to use and share!

DbD Products are now available in stores, catalogs, and on websites:

· Play Packs: Distinct activity card decks that offer great skill-based game ideas.

· Snap Bags: 6 linking beanbags with endless therapeutic & game possibilities.

· Bumpity Blocks: Weighted, textured foam blocks that encourage creativity in building.

· Explorer Ring: Activity bead ring that works on fine motor & life skills.

In the past few years, The Pencil Grip Inc. has expanded its offering to include hundreds of products that continue to set a standard of excellence across multiple industries. The common themes that tie their products together are simple; products are designed to stimulate the mind, foster creativity and are the best available. The inclusion of Development by Design toys into The Pencil Grip, Inc. family of trusted products is no exception.

Development by Design toys encourage skill development through play. By incorporating therapeutic techniques and considerations into all of these products, DbD offers accessible and engaging ways for children of all needs and abilities to reap the benefits of both skill development and fun. For more information visit www.thepencilgrip.com 
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Product Information: 
DbD toys have been developed with a keen eye towards what children with all abilities need. The overall color pallet has been deliberately chosen for being high-contrast but simultaneously not “preschool” looking; this allows children of all chronological ages to enjoy playing with DbD toys. Textures and patterns within the line take into consideration the needs of children with “tactile defensiveness.” Due to a high rate of allergies within spectrum disorder populations, all materials used are latex free. The Development by Design line is most importantly an example of superb universal design; both children with special needs and typically developing children will find the toys fun to play with!
Snap Bags

-Throwing and catching are made easy with two Snap Bags linked together.
-Snap Bags create a calming presence when all six are attached and used as a shoulder or lap weight; kids with Autism, ADHD or other sensory issues use shoulder or lap weights to allow them to calm down or concentrate.
-Snap Bags open an entirely new world of gross-motor, fine-motor and social skill game opportunities. 
-Six Snap Bags, storage bag, and game idea booklet included in every set

-$24.99 MSRP; Ages 2+

Play Packs

-DbD Play Packs offer great skill-based game ideas that you can do at home or in school. 
-Games use readily available supplies and can be easily adjusted for a range of abilities. 
-Games help develop a range of skills but focus on Gross Motor, Fine Motor & Social Skills.

-Play Packs are perfect for parents, caregivers, teachers and other professionals.

-Each deck contains 21 cards: 15 game cards and 6 info cards.

-$9.99 MSRP, For All Ages

Bumpity Blocks

-Bumpity Blocks are a weighted foam alternative to classic blocks. 
-The extra weight and unique texture provide increased motor control. 
-Non-standard shapes encourage creativity in building. 
-8 blocks in 4 distinct shapes and 4 bright colors. 
-Game booklet included!
-$29.99 MSRP, Ages 3+

Explorer Ring

-Open the doors and make the beads-go-round!

-The Explorer Ring works on a range of skills while encouraging tactile, auditory and visual exploration.

-Kids learn everyday skills including: turning a key, twisting a doorknob, pinching, pulling a knob, and turning a crank.
-Game booklet included!

-$39.99 MSRP, ages 2+

For more information, visit www.thepencilgrip.com 
